
 

Phrasal verb = verb + particle (adverb or preposition) 

Learn the meaning, then notice how each one is used in a natural sentence. 

10 COMMON PHRASAL VERBS 
 

 

1. HANG UP 

Definition: to end a telephone call 

Example: “I had to hang up because I was 

late for my meeting.” 

2. SORT OUT 

Definition: to solve or organize a problem or 

difficult situation 

Example: “We need to sort out this problem 

before the customer arrives.” 

3. HEAD OUT 

Definition: to leave a place, usually to go 

somewhere 

Example: “It’s getting late, so I’m going to 

head out now.” 

4. SHUT UP 

Definition: to stop talking; to be quiet 

(informal and potentially rude) 

Example: “He told his friends to shut up so he 

could hear the announcement.” 

5. PASS OUT 

Definition: to lose consciousness or faint 

Example: “She felt dizzy and nearly passed 

out in the crowded room.” 

6. GIVE IN 

Definition: to stop resisting or finally agree to 

something 

Example: “After a long discussion, he gave in 

and agreed to the plan.” 

7. DEAL WITH 

Definition: to handle a problem, situation, or 

person 

Example: “Our manager is dealing with 

several customer complaints today.” 

8. COUNT ON 

Definition: to depend on or trust someone or 

something 

Example: “You can always count on Maria to 

help when you need her.” 

9. PUT UP WITH 

Definition: to tolerate something unpleasant 

or annoying 

Example: “I don’t know how you put up with 

that noise every day.” 

10. CATCH UP 

Definition: to reach the same level or get up 

to date with someone or something 

Example: “I missed two classes, so I need to 

catch up on my work.” 

 



 

Use the phrasal verbs in context. Pay attention to the meaning and grammar. 

hang up • sort out • head out • shut up • pass out • give in • deal with • count on • put up with 

• catch up 

PHRASAL VERB PRACTICE 
 

 
1. MATCH THE MEANING 

Match each phrasal verb (1–10) with the correct definition (A–J). 
 

1. hang up A. tolerate something 

unpleasant 

6. give in F. handle a problem or 

situation 

2. sort out B. leave a place 7. deal with G. reach the same 

level / get up to date 

3. head out C. depend on 

someone/something 

8. count on H. stop resisting 

4. shut up D. solve or organize a 

problem 

9. put up with I. lose consciousness 

5. pass out E. stop talking 10. catch up J. end a telephone call 

 

2. COMPLETE THE SENTENCES 

Complete each sentence with a phrasal verb from the box. Use the correct form. 
 

1. I need to  now because I have another call. 

2. We need to  this problem before it gets worse. 

3. It's getting late, so we'd better  . 

4. The children were making so much noise that their teacher told them to  . 

5. She felt dizzy and suddenly  . 

6. He argued for an hour, but eventually he decided to  . 

7. Our manager knows how to  difficult customers. 

8. You can always  me if you need help. 

9. I don't know how you  that terrible traffic every day. 

10. I missed several classes, so I need to  with the rest of the group. 



 

3. CHOOSE THE BEST PHRASAL VERB 

Choose the correct answer A, B, or C. 

1. I need to  this problem before Friday. 

A. sort out B. hang up C. catch up 

2. We're leaving now. We're going to  . 

A. pass out B. head out C. give in 

3. You can  Sarah to help you. 

A. count on B. shut up C. put up with 

4. He was so tired that he  on the train. 

A. dealt with B. passed out C. sorted out 

5. I can't  this noise anymore. 

A. put up with B. head out C. hang up 

6. I was absent last week, so I need to  . 

A. catch up B. give in C. shut up 

 

4. MAKE IT PERSONAL 

Write complete sentences about your own life. Try to use at least four different phrasal verbs. 
 

 
A person you can count on:   

 

 
Something you need to sort out:   

 

 
Something you can't put up with:   

 

 
Something you need to catch up on:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

ANSWER KEY 
 
 

 
1. Match the Meaning 

1–J  2–D  3–B  4–E  5–I  6–H  7–F  8–C  9–A  10–G 
 

 
2. Complete the Sentences 

1. hang up 

2. sort out 

3. head out 

4. shut up 

5. passed out 

6. give in 

7. deal with 

8. count on 

9. put up with 

10. catch up 

 
3. Choose the Best Phrasal Verb 

1. A  2. B  3. A  4. B  5. A  6. A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


